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The second meeting Sunday rested and Friday we returned passed from this life, Febru-
thru Wednesday was with Pas- to Minneapolis. In between ary 2, 2008 with the family

tor Karen Barnes and her con- flights, we rushed to the hospi- and some close friends gath-
gregation. Little did | know tal to see Thomas. |almost ered around him, singing and
that some of the sermons di dndét r ecogni praisingthenborth eHe was s e
preached were directly being he was swollen so much from buried on February" my
preached to me. When Mother the aneurysmstothebrain. | br ot her 6s birt hd
Kelly and | returned to our felt like a nightmare was over- birthday was the of Feb-
room Monday night after ser- taking me again and | was ruary and he would have been
vice, we found out that our son overwhelmed with emotions. 42 years old. My heart aches
Scott had been trying to reach My heart was screaming, MY for my baby. This has been
us most of the evening and BABY!!!II Needless to say the hardest thing | have ever

Please be patient with me whildhomas had been rushed to thewe, all of us, prayed continu-  had to deal with. Parents

| try to play catch up with my hospital and was in surgery.  ously, believing the Lordfor dono6t expect to
life. So much has happened My first thought was to catch  yet another miracle and ex- children and we expect them
since the beginning of the yearthe first airplane | could back  pecting it to happen. People to live a long time. | can
January started out with two to Minneapolis but after talking all over the country joined in  only say that the Lord has
wonderful revivals in Tampa, With my wife and Bishop Wil-  with us in prayer, believing for been my help and strength

Fla. The first three services, liams, it was decided that | the victory. Yet, after spend- and without my sweet wife |
Wednesday thru Friday, were would continue with the revival ing a lot of time in the city and could not, would not be able
spent with Bishop Matthew  and trust the Lord to take care traveling back to Rapid City a to make it.

Williams and his congregation.of Thomas. Thursday we number of times, Thomas Bishop Lorenzo L. Kelly
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It was so encouraging to see the overflow crowd of ladies for our monthhfa!
lowship meeting. Itwad f e | | oinvthehtruegstésense of the word as €
one present was able to get to know one another in a deeper way. | felt
occurring in the room as we shared with each other.

Because the death and funeral of our first born son was so fr
thought it especially important to discuss the necessitieaiing how to s«
i wa iugom the Lord. | stressed that this waiting is not in vain even th §
we dondt al ways get the answer t |5

The important thing for each of us to know and practice is that \
we wait upon the Lord we must continually walk in integrity and uprightness. Psalm$ &5:21
AUNTO thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O my
enemies triumph over me. Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which trar
gress without cause. Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach m
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do | wait all the day. Let integrity and uprightness preserve
me; for | wWWeimust mtplace h ehekehdld upon the will of the Lord and not allow Him to
have His way and His will in our I|ives. No ma
way and he will not leave us desolate nor ashamed. It is the Lord who will always cause us to triumph
over our enemies.

In the waitingl' wait with calm assurance that God keeps His promises. Look to Him, always,
for He is the author and finisher of our faith. Bef a ihavé her perfect work in each of us as we come
to understand that there is no failure in our God! As we walk with Him, learning to wait, He will encour-
age our hearts and He will teach us His ways. May God bless you and strengthen you to wait upon Him

Love, Sister Evelyn A. Kelly
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

7 African American Firsts

African American history is filled with important milestones and breakthrough achievements. The following list calls out just
a few notable "firsts" in the history of African Americans

Black History Month
African American historian Carter G. Woodson organized the first annual celebration of Negro History Week in
1926. It was held during the second week in February in honor of the birthdays of African American scholar
Frederick Douglass and former United States president Abraham Lincoln. Promoted by schools and the press:

a way to celebrate black history and achievement, the event steadily gained in popularity. In the early 1970s,
Negro History Week was extended and renamed Black History Month.

1 In August 1983  Guion Bluford became the first African American to go into space, while
serving on a mission aboard the Challenger space shuttle. Bluford said that the blastoff of
the shuttle was like riding in a high -speed elevator through a bonfire. He also recognized
! that, "From a black perspective, my flight on the shuttle represented another step forward."”

Astronaut Mae Jemison became the first African American woman to travel in space when she flew on the
space shuttle Endeavor in a September 1992 mission. After her space flight, Jemison resigned from NASA
and established the Jemison Group, a company that researches, develops, and markets advanced technolo-
gies.

Scholar and diplomat ~ Ralph J. Bunche became, in 1950, the first African American to win a Nobel Peace Prize.
Bunche received the award for his role as the architect of United Nations (UN) peacekeeping efforts and for
having negotiated the four armistice agreements that halted the Arab -Israeli War of 1948. United States
President John F. Kennedy awarded Bunche the nation's highest civilian honor, the Medal of Freedom, in 1963.

In 1950 poet and novelist Gwendolyn Brooks  became the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize,
which she received for her second book of poetry, Annie Allen (1949).
Brooks was praised throughout her writing career for poems that grapple with issues of art, identity, race,
gender, and the relation between literature and popular culture.

In 2001 General Colin Powell became the first African American secretary of state, when he was appointed
to the post by president George W. Bush. Earlier in his distinguished career as a military leader, Powell
became, in 1989, the first black officer to serve as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the highest mili-

tary post in the country

In 1967 civil rights lawyer Thurgood Marshall became the first African American justice on the Supreme
Court of the United States . One of the country's most influential and well -known lawyers, Marshall was a
tireless advocate for the rights of minorities and the poor. Before his term as Supreme Court justice, Mar-
shall was director of the legal defense fund for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), and a lawyer whose victory in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) outlawed segregation
in American public education.
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OUR JOURNEY FROM SLAVERY TO THE WHITE HOUSE. African Americans enjoy a rich history. We are as diverse in color
and culture as the different varieties of apples, but we all have a common heritage. One thing | hope we as a pepgtiis tieatfor

it was the grace and mercy of God that has brought us to where we are today. While | feel the struggle for equalisy wentinue
will only make it with the help of the Lord.

African Americans or Black Americans Crow laws to enforce racial segregation and disenfranchisement.
are citizens or residents of the United States who have ori-[14] Most African Americans followed the Jim Crow laws and

gins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.[5] In the assumed a posture of humility and servility to prevent becoming

United States the term is generally used for Americans withVictims O.f raC|§1IIy motwatedl violence. .To maintain seia‘tgem
at least partial SuBaharan African ancestry. Most African and dignity, middleclass African Americans created their own

Americans are the descendants of captive Africans who Sur_schools, churches, banks, social clubs, and other businesses.

vived the slavery era within the boundaries of the presentln the last decade of the nineteenth century in the United States,

United States, although some d@reor are descended from racially discriminatory laws and racial violence aimed at African
0 voluntary i;nmigrants from Africa, the Caribbean, South Amerlcans_ began to W“Shroom- These c_hscrlmmatory acts in-
America, or elsewhere.[6] Black Americans makeup the cluded racial segregatidnupheld by the United States Supreme
largest récial minority in the United States Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896[1&yhich was
Africans arrived in British North America (and future United legally mandated by southern states_ and ne_ltionwide e_xt ok Ioc_al
States of America) in 1619 as indentured servants, aIthougHevel of government, voter suppression or disenfranchisement in
there is a pseudo historical theory of Erelumbian African the southern states, denial of economic opportunity or resources
presence. The first Africans settled in Jamestown and fornationwide, and private acts of violence and mass racial violence
many years were similar in legal position to poor English aimed at Afrlca.n. Americans unhindered or encouraged by gov-
people who traded several years labor in exchange for pas_ernment authorities. The desperate conditions of African Ameri-
sage to America.[8] Africans could legally raise crops and cans in the South that _sparkeq the Grea't Mlgra_tlon of .the early
cattle to purchase their freedom. [9] They raised families, .20th century, [17] combln_ed_wnh a growing Afrlcwmerlcan
marrying other Africans and sometimes intermarrying with intellectual and cultural elite in the Northern United States, led to

Native Americans or English settlers.[10] By the 1640s and a movement to fight violence and discrimination against African

1650s, several African families owned farms around James-Americans that, like abolitionism before it, crossed racial lines.

town and some became wealthy by colonial standards. TheThe Civil Rights Movement aimed at abolishing public and pri-

opular conception of a ratmsed slave svstem did not fully  Vate acts of racial discrim?nation e_lgainst African Amgricans be-
Se\rl)elop until Fhe 1700's. By 1860 the?/e were 3.5 milli)(;n tween 1954 to 1968, particularly in the southern United States.
enslaved Africans in the Southern United States due to the®Y 126f6’ theigtzrgergigc?% of the Elaé:k Powehr m(_)vemefntr,] nglc.k;
Atlantic slave trade, and another 500,000 Africans lived free a;te rom to ! , Expanded upon the ams o the VI
across the country.[11] In 1863, during the American Civil Rights 'V'OV?r.“e”t to include racial dignity, economic a_nd politi-
War, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation cal selfsufficiency, and freedom from white authority. The

Proclamation. The proclamation declared all slaves in stateévla.rCh on Washington f_or Jobs and. Freedom an_d the conditions
that had seceded from the Union were free.[12] AdvancingWh'Ch brought it into being are credited with putting pressure on

: : : : President John F. Kennedy and then Lyndon B. Johnson that cul-
Union troops enforced the proclamation with Texas being the’ . o
last state tg be emancipatepd in 1865.[13] While thewas? minated in the passage the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that banned
reconstruction era was initially a time of progress for African discrimination in public accommodations, employment, and labor

Americans, in the late 1890s, Southern states enacted Jinyfhions

FAITH TEMPLEOS BLACK HI STORY C

Faith Temple Churchwas cal | ed #AWhen
filled with the sounds of by Evangelist Sharon
praises to God duringthe  Stephens. Mr. Joseph N.
annual Black History Con-  Willett from Hyattsville, MD
cert. Those lending their was the guest musician. 1.
voices were: The Voices of Brother Willett was the first-|
Faith Templ e @dincbabyto FabhdTemple &
Favor, Ellsworth Air Force  1983. He is gifted to play the
Base Gospel Choir, Mother drums along with the organ
Kelly, and Bishop Kelly. We and keyboard. Several indi-
were treated to dramatized viduals gave personal
reading of Laurence Dunbar ir ef | ecti onso of their bl ack
history.

a Singso
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