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I love June!  Fatherôs Day is probably my most favorite holiday.  It is not because I ever celebrated 

it with my father.  Rev. Thomas Kelly, my father left my mother, Beatrice, when she was expect-

ing me.  So, actually, I never lived with or really had a father.  As a young man, I didnôt want to 

have any children of my own.  I didnôt have a favorable outlook on fatherhood because in my 

mind, Fathers leave.  Also, I personally had no point of reference as to what a father was or did.  In 

Florida, there some grandfathers in my old neighborhood, maybe one father that I didnôt really 

know.  In Evanston, there were maybe four fathers on our block but to me they were silent.  They 

worked but I never saw any real interaction with their children.  Most households were headed by 

Mothers. 

 Mother Kelly and I became parents to a lot of kids at the church where we attended.  We were teens and were trying to keep 

other teens and younger children out of trouble and in school.  I guess I learned how to be a father through trial and error, through 

books and the help of my wife. 

 One of the first Fatherôs Day Cards I received this year was from Dan Cady who is an inmate in prison.  I had received a 

request from an inmate to visit Dan when he was in the County Jail twelve or fourteen years ago.  He was described as very danger-

ous and the guard told me I would have to step into Danôs cell because they would not risk letting him out.  As I stepped into the cell, 

I, for the first time was afraid of an inmate but I quickly decided to go on in.  Within minutes, Dan, this dangerous man was in my 

arms crying and I remember saying to him that it was alright, because ñI am a Dad.ò  Today he is walking with the Lord! 

 I think my greatest gifting, is being a FATHER!  It is not a preacher or teacher of the word of God.  Not a prophet or pastor.  

I AM A FATHER!  The Lord made me a Father, and a Dad and I glory in it.  Not just of Thomas Christopher, Scott Fitzerald, Loren 

Everett, Mae Hoffman, but so many other children the Lord has given us and what a blessing they have been in our lives.  My grand-

daughter, Mikela said the other day, that she and her sisters should pay the Faith Temple children for being here with Mother Kelly 

and me.  I told her that the children here give me the grandparent experience every day of the year.  Elder Herman Hicks teases me 

and claims I visited Mississippi when I was a teenager and that is how he became my son.  I donôt know what Elder Troy Carrôs 

story is but I love being all of my childrenôs adopted and birthed Dad. 

 So many Fathers have missed this tremendous opportunity to be a Dad.  If you have disconnected from your children recon-

nect!  If you have a good relationship with your children, cherish it and cultivate it.  If you donôt know how and your wife does, lis-

ten to her and let her teach you.  We are not born with all the knowledge it takes to make a life.  Sometimes we need help.  I watch 

my wife and learned from her.  No matter how you get there, just get there.  I feel RICH AND BLESSED when someone says hello 

Dad and kisses and hugs me.  THANK YOU LORD FOR THIS WONDERFUL GIFT!  (Please see HFD on page 5) 

FROM THE HEART OF FIRST LADY EVELYN A. KELLY . . . FROM THE HEART OF FIRST LADY EVELYN A. KELLY . . .   

  

  Fatherôs Day at Faith Temple Church was wonderful!  After acknowl-Fatherôs Day at Faith Temple Church was wonderful!  After acknowl-

edging our appreciation for and the importance of ñFATHERSò we presented edging our appreciation for and the importance of ñFATHERSò we presented 

each of them with a beautiful, multieach of them with a beautiful, multi--headed rose stem. There were a couple of headed rose stem. There were a couple of 

presentations during the service and the Womenôs Choir just SANG! Sister presentations during the service and the Womenôs Choir just SANG! Sister 

Delorise Davis wrote a poem to the Lord about Bishop Kellyôs illness, death and Delorise Davis wrote a poem to the Lord about Bishop Kellyôs illness, death and 

heavenly visitation. It was divinely heavenly visitation. It was divinely AWESOME!AWESOME!    The morning message by my-The morning message by my-

self was entitled, ñThe Inheritance of the Fatherò and the summary of it was this.  self was entitled, ñThe Inheritance of the Fatherò and the summary of it was this.  

In this day and time most of us donôt have property and money to leave to our In this day and time most of us donôt have property and money to leave to our 

descendents so the most important gift we can possess and leave to our children descendents so the most important gift we can possess and leave to our children 

is the gift of Jesus. That our lives would be clean, righteous and reflective of the is the gift of Jesus. That our lives would be clean, righteous and reflective of the 

light that comes to us from Him light that comes to us from Him ïï  this precious gift is the one that will last for-this precious gift is the one that will last for-

ever.  After the worship service, several fathers and their families joined us for an all you can eat meal at ever.  After the worship service, several fathers and their families joined us for an all you can eat meal at 

Casa ReAl Mexican Restaurant.  The food and the fellowship was very enjoyable.  Casa ReAl Mexican Restaurant.  The food and the fellowship was very enjoyable.    

  The Monthly Womenôs Fellowship was held on Thursday, June 26The Monthly Womenôs Fellowship was held on Thursday, June 26thth. We met at Canyon Lake . We met at Canyon Lake 

Park, about thirtyPark, about thirty--five women and children attended and the salads were DEEELICIOUS!  Bishopôs five women and children attended and the salads were DEEELICIOUS!  Bishopôs 

ñdrunkò chicken was great!   Sister Sheila Zieg did praise & worship and shared a song that the Lord gave ñdrunkò chicken was great!   Sister Sheila Zieg did praise & worship and shared a song that the Lord gave 

her Sunday morning prior Our guest speaker was Sister Mercedes Brooksher Sunday morning prior Our guest speaker was Sister Mercedes Brooks--Smith  (continued on page 5)Smith  (continued on page 5)

HAPPY FATHERôS DAY! 



In the United States, the first modern Father's Day celebration was held on July 5, 1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia[11][12] or on June 

19th of the same year, in the state of Washington. Today, Father's Day is celebrated 

on the 3rd Sunday of June. 

In West Virginia, it was first celebrated as a church service at Williams Memorial 

Methodist Episcopal Church South, now known as Central United Methodist 

Church. Grace Golden Clayton, who is believed to have suggested the service to the 

pastor, is believed to have been inspired to celebrate fathers after the deadly mine 

explosion in nearby Monongah the prior December. This explosion killed 361 men, 

many of them fathers and recent immigrants to the United States from Italy. An-

other possible inspiration for the service was Mothers' Day, which had been cele-

brated for the first time two months prior in Grafton, West Virginia, a town about 15 

miles (24 km) away. 

Another driving force behind the establishment of the integration of Father's Day 

was Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd, born in Creston, Washington. Her father, the Civil 

War veteran William Jackson Smart, as a single parent reared his six children in 

Spokane, Washington. She was inspired by Anna Jarvis's efforts to establish 

Mother's Day. Although she initially suggested June 5, her father's birthday, she did not provide the organizers with enough time to 

make arrangements, and the celebration was deferred to the third Sunday of June. The first June Father's Day was celebrated on June 

19, 1910, in Spokane, WA, at the Spokane YMCA. 

Unofficial support from such figures as William Jennings Bryan was immediate and widespread. President Woodrow Wilson was 

personally feted by his family in 1916. President Calvin Coolidge recommended it as a national holiday in 1924. In 1966, President 

Lyndon Johnson made Father's Day a holiday to be celebrated on the third Sunday of June. The holiday was not officially recognized 

until 1972, during the presidency of Richard Nixon. 

In recent years, retailers have adapted to the holiday by promoting male-oriented gifts such as electronics, tools and greeting cards. 

Schools and other children's programs commonly have activities to make Father's Day gifts. 

According to IBIS World, a publisher of business research, Americans are expected to spend at least $11 billion on gifts for Father's 

Day in 2008. This is about $7 billion less than the amount spent on Moms for Mother's Day, which is more steeped in 

traditional gifts, some of which tend to be more expensive than Father's Day gifts. In economic terms, the average per capita spend-

ing on Father's Day is expected to be in the range of $27.60 in 2008.  
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Bishopôs grandson Malachi Carr presents him 

with a balloon bouquet on Fatherôs Day 

In Dads and Daughters, advocate Joe Kelly explains that a father's relationship 

with his daughter is important because he's the first man she'll get to know in 

life. In other words, he's the standard for what she'll expect of a man and lifelong 

partner. Kelly, who is the executive director of Dads and Daughters, a national 

nonprofit organization based in Duluth, MN, encourages fathers to listen to their 

girls and -- just as they would with their boys -- be physically active with them. 

"A father who plays with his daughter -- shooting hoops, kicking a ball around, 

taking walks together -- is making a payment on an insurance policy that she'll 

grow up to be confident and strong," he says. 
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